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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

During the 115" Congress, the Republican Majority set the record for the most closed Congress
in our nation’s history. By shutting down regular order, the legislative process, and the voices
of a majority of Members and the people they represent, the GOP has abdicated its duties.
Furthermore, we are in the midst of an Administration that has flaunted its conflicts of interest
and a Republican House that turned a blind eye to its constitutional duty to investigate and
conduct oversight. Our Democratic rules package will take a strong first step in tackling many of
the pressing issues facing our nation.

I. RESTORE THE PEOPLE'S VOICE

Our rules package restores the American people’s voice by emphasizing our Democratic
priorities, establishing Member Day hearings so all Members can publicly present their ideas
to committees, strengthening congressional representation, protecting our climate, and
preserving access to healthcare, among other key changes.

Il. RESTORE THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS

This package creates a more accommodating process for ideas to be considered. It includes
changes that restore regular order, provide Members more time to read bills, create a
consensus calendar so bills with broad support can come to the Floor more expeditiously,
establish a Select Committee to Modernize Congress, simplify the discharge petition process,
and reform the motion to vacate the chair.

I1l. RESTORE OVERSIGHT & ETHICS

The Democratic rules package includes reforms that amend the rules to protect whistleblowers,
strengthen investigative powers, and prevent conflicts of interest. Through these changes, the
legislative branch can reassert itself as a coequal branch of government, restore ethics, and
hold the Trump Administration accountable.

IV. RESTORE BUDGET RULES

After Republicans took control of the House, we repeatedly saw them jam through bills that
advance their lopsided priorities of enriching corporations and the wealthy at the expense of
low- and middle-income Americans. This rules package eliminates dynamic scoring, eliminates
CUTGO, reinstates and modernizes the Gephardt Rule, and ends the public lands giveaway.

V. RESTORE INCLUSION & DIVERSITY

This Democratic rules package emphasizes diversity and provides an opportunity for all
Americans to be included in this institution. We will accomplish these goals by creating an
Office of Diversity and Inclusion and a Financial Services subcommittee on diversity, amending
the rules to ban discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity, and
ensuring Members and staff are permitted religious expression.



After years of the Republican Majority abdicating its
duty to address the issues important to the American
people, the Democratic House rules package will take

a strong first step in tackling many of the pressing
issues facing our nation.
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During the 115" Congress, the House GOP set the
record for the most closed Congress in our nation'’s
history with over 100 closed rules. By reforming
the House rules, we will create a more
accommodating process to allow

diverse ideas to be considered.
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We are in the midst of an Administration that has
flaunted their conflicts of interest and a Republican
House that turned a blind eye to its constitutional duty
to investigate and conduct oversight. The

Democratic rules package is an opening salvo for the
legislative branch to reassert itself as a coequal branch
of government, restore ethics, and hold the Trump
Administration accountable to the American people.
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We have witnessed a Republican House that has rigged the rules
to justify giving handouts to the richest and most well off in our
country at the expense of low- and middle-income Americans. We
now have an opportunity, with the Democratic rules package, to
return to responsible governance.
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Public servants working for the People’s House should reflect the
faces of America. The Democratic rules package will provide an

opportunity for all Americans to be included in this great
institution.
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HOW THESE IDEAS WERE DEVELOPED

In crafting this rules package, Democrats on the Rules Committee consulted with Members and a wide
variety of stakeholders in order to capture a range of ideas and suggestions to create a more inclusive
and accommodating set of rules. Throughout this process, we solicited ideas from Members by
distributing dear colleague letters to all Members and their staff, presenting the proposed package at
Caucus meetings, Staff Director meetings, and Legislative Director meetings. Additionally, over the past
several months, we engaged with individual Members about our process during floor votes. This
package reflects the feedback we received during this extensive outreach effort.

MEMBER ENGAGEMENT

Democratic Rules Members spoke to several caucuses including the Congressional
Progressive Caucus; the Congressional Black Caucus; the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus, the Democratic Women’s Working Group; the New Democrat Coalition;
the Blue Dog Coalition; and members of the Congressional Asian Pacific American
Caucus and the Problem Solvers Caucus.

Several caucuses that we reached out to did not have a regularly scheduled meeting so we
spoke to their Members individually and with caucus staff.

ENGAGEMENT WITH PROCESS EXPERTS

Staff of all House Committees and Floor staff

The Parliamentarian and staff

The Director of the Congressional Budget Office and staff
Staff from the Clerk of the House

Office of the General Counsel

Staff from the Congressional Research Service and

Staff from Legislative Counsel

ENGAGEMENT WITH OUTSIDE GROUPS

Demand Progress

The Bipartisan Policy Center

The Rebuild Congress Initiative (affiliated with Harvard and Issue One)
The Government Accountability Project

The National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials
Make It Safe Coalition

Public Citizen and

Project on Government Oversight

Center for American Progress






Each House may determine the rules of
its proceedings...




